    A Christian yes, but am I a disciple of Jesus Christ?

It is quite an extraordinary thing when you ponder it but there are many born again Christians who are not yet disciples of Jesus Christ. What is a disciple? Here are the six things that Jesus said characterize someone who is a disciple:

Lu 14:26    Whoever comes to me cannot be my disciple unless he loves me more 
than he loves his father and his mother, his wife and his children, his 
brothers and his sisters, and himself as well. 
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Lu 14:27    And whoever of you does not carry his own cross (believing that in Christ 

he died to his flesh), and follow me (in the Spirit), cannot be my disciple. 
Lu 14:33    So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake (surrender ownership claim 
to) all that he has, he cannot be my disciple. 

This is my voluntary submission to God of all my relationships, my human nature and my will, and all my possessions. I can only do this out of love. This alone makes Jesus Lord.
John 8:31   Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed him, If you abide in my 
Word (live by and walk in the light of), then you are my disciples indeed; 

John13:35  By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
one to another (loving as Christ loved with the anointed word - Eph 5:25-26). 

John15:8   Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit (speaking and 

praying God’s words anointed by His spirit); so shall you be my disciples. 
Living by God’s words brought to me by His Spirit, loving others with God’s words inspired to me by His Spirit and thus my mouth bearing the edible spiritual fruit of God’s words anointed by His Spirit for others to eat with their spirits and so ministering Christ to them. 

I may be a born again Christian but am I a disciple- Why be a Christian and not a disciple?

Why are there so many Christians who are not yet disciples of Jesus Christ
As part of the great commission in Mat 28:19 Jesus said to the existing disciples “Go and make (other) disciples of all nations”. God makes new disciples by their being discipled by existing disciples. Many Christians today are not disciples because they have not been discipled. Why not? Perhaps because many have never been interested in learning the blessed truths about becoming a disciple. Why not? Perhaps because many Christians have learned some untruths about God that now act as a barrier to their wanting to learn these blessed truths. What are some of these untruths that a Christian may have to unlearn before they can believe and enjoy the blessed truths of becoming a disciple? 
Some of the untruths a Christian may need to unlearn in order to become a disciple
1. Unlearn that God is in control of this world, scripture says Satan is the god of this world:

John 14:30 (Jesus) …The ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.  

2. Unlearn that stealing, killing and destroying is by God’s hand when it is by Satan’s hand:

John 10:10 (Jesus) The thief (Satan) does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and …have it more abundantly.  
3. Unlearn that Satan is God’s agent when he is God’s enemy & mine whom I am to resist

1 John 3:8 For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy 
the works of the devil. (If the Devil were God’s agent then His house would be divided) 

4. Unlearn that God guides, leads and corrects His children through circumstances:
Ps119:133
Direct my steps by Your word… 

Rom 8:14   For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

5. Unlearn Calvinism. The five points of Calvinism are known by the acronym “TULIP”.
(1). Total Depravity and Total inability Calvin taught that man is so depraved that he is totally incapable of repenting or believing the Gospel.  Therefore God chooses who He will save and only those who are saved can then believe. Calvin wrote: "Who then shall be saved? That is what His (God’s) sovereign will decides and nothing else. (Calvin's Institutes III, xxiii, page 10). But the truth is:
Mark 16:16
 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. (So a sinner can indeed choose to believe and be saved)
(II) Unconditional Election. Calvin taught that God elected, chose, or predetermined that certain people would be saved and go to Heaven and that this election had nothing to do with God’s foreknowledge of whether people would choose to believe in Christ or not. Calvin wrote: "The reprobate like the elect are appointed to be so by the secret counsel of God's will and by nothing else" (Calvin's Institutes II, xxii, Page 11). But the truth is:
1 Tim2:3-4
…God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. (No arbitrary selection by God of some and rejection of others)
(III) Limited Atonement. Calvin taught that the blood of Jesus Christ was shed only for the elect and not for the non-elect. But the truth is:
Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus who… by the grace of God should taste death for every man 
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(IV) Irresistible Grace. Calvin taught that if a person was one of the elect for salvation, when God is ready for that person to become a Christian, the person would come to Christ not by choice, but by God’s decree since they cannot resist the grace of God. The truth is:
Isa 30:15
For thus says the Lord GOD…In returning and rest you shall be 
saved…But you would not (in other words you resisted), 

Acts 7:51
…You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 

(V) Perseverance of the Saints. Calvin taught that a person who is of the elect and saved will automatically persevere to the end and can never lose their salvation: But the truth is: 

Heb 6:4-6
For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted…the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance… If we can choose to believe we can choose not to.
6. Unlearn that the Bible is a rule book able to be understood by normal human means 

1 Cor 2:14 But the natural man (and Christian in the flesh) does not receive the things of the Spirit of God…nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned

7. Unlearn that when I’m in my flesh and doing wrong that I’m in God’s permissive will 
Rom 8:8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God (we are out of His will)
8.  Unlearn that I cannot stop yielding to the sin nature of my flesh
Gal 5:16   Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
Rom 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
9. Unlearn the mystery surrounding, and my fear of, the Holy Spirit of God

Rom 8:9  (This is written to Christians) But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you…
10 Unlearn that Paul’s thorn was sickness, came from God and that God denied his prayer 
2 Cor 12:7-9 …There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan (God’s enemy) to buffet me (persecute and afflict me) …I besought the Lord.. And he said unto me My grace (Christ is His grace) is sufficient for you: 
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Rom 5:17   …Those who receive abundance of grace…will reign in life…by Christ… 

2 Tim 3:11  Persecutions, afflictions…out of them all the Lord delivered me. 
Its God’s goodness that motivates me to unlearn 
And another word for unlearn is repent. Re-discover the goodness of God for truly it is the goodness of God that leads us to repentance (Rom 2:4) – and to unlearning all those untruths. When the untruths, that have kept me from becoming a disciple, are gone then it is certain that my heart will want to learn the truths about becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ. After all, why else would I be a born again Christian if it isn’t to be a disciple?   
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